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Dear David, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 2 May 2019 in which you seek the views of the Finance 
and Constitution Committee on a range of aspects of replacement funds for European 
Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF). 
 
As your Committee may be aware this is an issue that the Finance and Constitution 
Committee has been inquiring into. That inquiry was launched at the start of the year 
to consider the funding of EU Structural Fund priorities in Scotland, post-Brexit. We 
have included LEADER funding within our inquiry given it seeks to achieve similar 
outcomes to those of structural funding.  
 
We have had a good response to our call for views with 50 written submissions 
received. A summary of the written views received is available on the Committee’s 
webpage as a detailed submission from Professor David Bell on aspects of the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund.  
 
Mindful of the work already undertaken by the Economy, Energy and Fair Work 
Committee on ESIF (and their resulting views as set out in letters to the UK and 
Scottish Governments) the Committee has sought to include consideration of how 
structural funds operate at a local level. We have therefore held a series of workshops 
in Paisley, Inverness and Dunfermline to discuss how EU Structural and LEADER 
funding currently operates at the administrator/recipient level across a range of sectors 
as well as the impact of different future funding approaches.  
 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Finance/Inquiries/SummaryEvidence.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Finance/Inquiries/50.2.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107784.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107784.aspx


 

 

Summary notes from these workshops will be published shortly and will help inform 
evidence with witnesses at Committee meetings later in June. The Committee 
anticipates publishing its views in the autumn and I would expect that some of the 
questions you pose in your letter will be addressed by that report.  
 
I hope this response helps to inform your approach and I look forward to hearing about 
the next steps with your Committee’s work in this important area. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 
 
 


